ONLINE SAFETY POLICY
INTRODUCTION
Daisies Montessori Nursery School aims to:

Provide a safe and secure online environment for all children in their care.

Raise awareness amongst staff and parents/carers of the potential risks associated with online
technologies, whilst also highlighting the benefits.

To provide safeguards and rules for acceptable use to guide all users in their online experiences.

To ensure adults are clear about procedures for misuse of any technologies both within and beyond the
early years setting.
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Children do not normally have access to the internet and never have unsupervised access. Access will only be via
the laptop/iPad belonging to either the owner/manager for the purpose of specific planned activities.
If staff access the internet with children for the purposes of promoting their learning, written permission is gained
from parents who are shown this policy.
The designated person for child protection has overall responsibility for ensuring that children and young people
are safeguarded and risk assessments in relation to online safety are completed.
Children are taught the following stay safe principles in an age appropriate way prior to using the internet;
- only go on line with a grown up
- be kind on line
- keep information about me safely
- only press buttons on the internet to things I understand
- tell a grown up if something makes me unhappy on the internet
Designated persons will also seek to build children’s resilience in relation to issues they may face in the online
world, and will address issues such as staying safe, having appropriate friendships, asking for help if unsure, not
keeping secrets as part of social and emotional development in age appropriate ways.
Children are not allowed to access social networking sites.
Staff report any suspicious or offensive material, including material which may incite racism, bullying or
discrimination to the Internet Watch Foundation at www.iwf.org.uk.
Suspicions that an adult is attempting to make inappropriate contact with a child on-line is reported to the National
Crime Agency’s Child Exploitation and Online Protection Centre at www.ceop.police.uk.
The designated person ensures staff have access to age-appropriate resources to enable them to assist children
to use the internet safely.
If staff become aware that a child is the victim of cyber-bullying, they discuss this with their parents and refer them
to sources of help, such as the NSPCC on 0808 800 5000 or www.nspcc.org.uk, or Childline on 0800 1111 or
www.childline.org.uk.
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Children are not permitted to use email in the setting. Parents and staff are not normally permitted to use setting
equipment to access personal emails.
Staff do not access personal or work email whilst supervising children.
Staff send personal information by encrypted email and share information securely at all times.

